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Queen Victoria to the Prince Albert.
BUCKINGHAM PALACE, lltfi January 18-10.
STOCICMAB is here ; I saw him yesterday and to-day, and have begged him to explain to you all the Court affairs, and the affairs concerning the Treaty, in my name. He will explain to you the Treasury affair, and will do it much better than I should. I am very happy to see him again, and to have him here ; he can give such good advice to both of us, and he understands England so fully. . . . Stocky (as I always used to call him) is so sensible about everything, and is so much attached to you.
I shall have no great dinners, because the large rooms in the upper story here are not yet ready. My good old Primus1 usually dines with me three or four times a week, almost always on Sundays, when I cannot invite other people to dinner, as it is not reckoned right here for me to give dinners on Sunday, or to invite many people. Your song (the bust has been mentioned before) is very fine ; there is som.eth.ing touching in it which I like so much. . . .
Queen Victoria to the Prince Albert.
PAIACE, I2lh January 1840.
This letter will be handed you by Torrington personally. I recommend you not to leave late, so as to make the journey without hurry. I did not go to church to-day ; the weather is very cold, and I have to be careful not to catch cold before the 16th, because I open Parliament in person. This is -always a nervous proceeding, and the announcement of my marriage at the beginning of my speech is really a very nervous and awful affair for me. I have never failed yet, and this is the sixth time that I have done it, and yet I am just as frightened as if I had never
i I.e. Premier. 211